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Book Reviews
A
7-10

Anderson, Madelyn Klein. Siberia. Dodd, Mead and Company, 1987. ISBN 0-396-086624. $13.95. 148 pp.
Anderson says, "Siberia is more than just a place; it is a state of mind." This book
examines the history, geography, industry, and people of the mysterious Russian lands
which cover one-third of the Asian continent.
Filled with interesting facts, and concise, yet informative, explanations of new terms
(chernozem, taiga, shubas), the book is well written and stimulating. Several authentic
pho
aphs, a few maps, and many pencil illustrations, enhance the text by helping the
reader visualize this almost unspoken of region in the world. It also includes acknowledgments, a table of contents and an index.
One shortcoming is the lack of a bibliography and cross references which, normally,
accompany Anderson's books. Otherwise, a good source, not for pleasure reading, but for
a look into the history of and mystery behind a very foreign place. - S. Celine Sharp

A

Ashabranner, Brent. Conklin, Paul , photos. The Vanishing Border. Dodd, Mead and
Company, 1987. ISBN 0-396-08900-3. $14.95. 175 pp.
Ashabranner takes the reader on a journey along the Mexico and United States border.
He is able to leave out a lot of description of the topography because of the photographs.
Many interesting facts about border life are explored. Illegal aliens and drug traffic are in
each area he visits whether in cities, small towns, ranches, or government lands along the
border. The journey takes us from California to Texas. A map of the journey, including
the distances involved, would have added insight. The book has a bibliography and index
and would be helpful for young adults to use when looking at Mexican-American relationships, life-styles, and specifics such as illegal aliens and drug traffic and abuse. The format
makes it easy reading and there are just enough photographs to attract the attention of all
readers. - Judy Morris

B
5-8
Fiction

Branscum, Robbie. Marsta1l, Bob, illustrator. Johnny May Grows Up. Harper and Rowe.
1987. ISBNO-060-20606-3. $1l.89. 88pp.
Thirteen-year-old Johnny May lives with her grandparents in the Arkansas hills. When
her best friend, Aron. starts high school in town. Johnny May is sure she will lose him to
his new friends. She becomes obsessed over her weight, and also decides to educate
herself with the help of Homer who brings her books from the town library. In the end she
discovers that her efforts for self improvement are really for herself and not for Aron.
Rural life in Arkansas is depicted through colorful descriptions of the hills, the food and
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7-12
Nonfict

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1988

1

Children's Book and Media Review, Vol. 9 [1988], Iss. 2, Art. 3
CHILDREN'S BOOK REVIEW 9

the people, and in the dialogue: ''I'm a-gettin' 'nother bite, Aron. Ye best git to fishin'
iffen yer gonna beat me." The drawings add detail to the characters and situations.
Johnny May is humorous yet not wholly believable. She reads Shakespeare, War and
Peace, and other classics at night after working on the farm all day, starves herself to death
in order to lose weight, yet is unbelievably undisciplined and naive at Aron's party.
Johnny May's independent spirit and devotion to life carry the story and make the book
enjoyable, if not always realistic. - Diane Newbold
Butler, Beverly. Maggie By My Side. Dodd, Mead and Company, 1987. ISBN 0-39608862-7. $11.95. 96pp.
Beverly, a blind woman, lost her sight to glaucoma at the age of fourteen. She has since
had four guide dogs, but Una, her most recent dog, has just died. Beverly has learned to
rely heavily on her guide dogs as they help her lead a more independent life. She decides
to go to Pilot Dogs, an organization which trains guide dogs, to get her fifth "pair of eyes."
She meets Maggie, a German Shepherd, and together they learn how to walk down the
busy streets of Columbus, Ohio. She takes Maggie home, and after some initial problems
(mostly due to Maggie's not liking snowy weather), they begin to work as a team.
This autobiography provides information about blind people and guide dogs, yet it reads
like a story. The clearly-written text is sometimes humorous, and the story stays appealing
throughout. Butler includes some experiences where her legal rights have been infringed
upon and she details what the law allows blind people to do, and where they can go with
their dogs, such as into restaurants. The book shows that blind people contribute to the
community in many ways and should not be avoided. It should be of special interest to
blind children and their families. - Elizabeth Perkes

A
5-7
Nonfict

Chetwin, Grace. Smith, Joseph A., illustrator. The Crystal Stair. Bradbury Press, 1988.
ISBN 0-027-18311-4. $13.95. 225 pp.
This is book two of the series, "Tales of Gom in the Legends of Ulm." Gom has just
been reunited with his mother, who is Harga the Brown, a renowned wizard. She is about
to train him in her arts when she is summoned by Lord Jastra to help defend Ulm. Gom
meets Jastra on the Crystal Stair which is in a vision-like realm. He charges Gom with the
responsibility of learning from a mentor how to become a wizard since he will be needed
desperately in the future to defend Vim from destruction by evil forces. Gom beings his
search and undertakes a perilous journey with his cito horse, Starfleet, for the city
Pen'langoth. They encounter many dangers before he finds his teacher.
After 100 slow pages, the plot quickens, but the writing is sometimes stagnant and
overburdened with rather vague adjectives. A weak plot has Gom meandering for 200

B
5-8
Fict

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol9/iss2/3

2

Sharp et al.: Book Reviews
10 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
pages to find his wizard mentor. Perhaps the second volume of the series, Tales 0/ Gom. in
the Legends 0/ Ulm, would have been better combined with the first work. 'This could be
used for a programming session on fantasy. It could be useful for youth to see how it
compared to other fantasy styles of writing. - Marlene Walther
A10+
Fict

Dixon, Jeanne. The Tempered Wind. Atheneum, 1987. ISBN 0-689-31339-X. $13.95. 207
pp.
Gabriella was born a dwarf, and all during her younger years, her parents kept her shut
up in the house. Her father carried her from her room upstairs, down to the kitchen to eat
and then back up to her room. After her father died, her mother simply carried the trays up
to Gabriella's room and Gabriella became a total recluse. When her mother died, Gabriella
was passed back and forth between old aunts, and finally, she was allowed to go to a girls'
school. In that environment, she felt that she must treat everyone with hatred and contempt
in order to protect herself from ridicule and the resulting pain. At the age of 17, she
courageously answers an ad in the paper for a chore girl and travels to a remote area of
Montana. There she meets Papa Joe, Mama, Ambrose (the bitter son), Tasha (the lovestruck daughter) and Katie and Charles (the grandchildren). They reluctantly accept
Gabriella into their home where, after much heartache on Gabriella's part, she learns to do
the simple chores - washing the dishes, mending, knitting, etc. Katie and Charles,
however, accept her wholeheartedly and are able to see through her physical frailties into
her heart. And then, of course, there is the "brown-eyed young man, Timothy G. Brentwood, Minister of the Lord." Gabriella falls in love at first sight. And we can't forget
Oskar, her defender.
This is an unusual novel, with an unlikely heroine. Dixon has created Gabriella in such a
way that we are able to get into the mind and heart of this "little woman." She has painted
a vivid picture of this young girl's yearnings to be normal. The reader will easily see that
the size and shape of a person's body does not affect their need to be loved and their
longings to be needed and respected. The concluding paragraphs leave the reader somewhat dissatisfied - our hopes had been raised to a higher level- but perhaps a sequel is
in the works. I doubt it, but the ending leaves us with an unfinished feeling and the desire
to tum the page and have the story continue. - Helen Hoopes

A
K-3
Pict
Poetry

Fields, Julia. Pinkney, Jerry, illustrator. The Green Lion o/Zion Street. Margaret K.
McElderry Books, 1988. ISBN 0-689-50414-4. $13.95. unpaginated.
On a foggy "colder than a roller skate" morning, young black children wait for a bus and
decide to go to a nearby park. They believe that a lion - a fierce green lion - lives in
that park. The children's collective imagination almost becomes reality. They can even
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hear the lion. When they stand in front of that great beast, however, they see a giant statue
of stone, turned green with age.
The text is poetry and the word patterns create a strong sense of rhythm. The creativity
and nonsense in the verses, as well as fear of the unknown, capture the imagination. The
illustrations, beautifully done in watercolor and pencil, also help to give life to the story.
A natural read-aloud, this book will appeal to young and old. The vocabulary used will
challenge the young reader, and the visual images received will entrance those of all ages.
Because the story is a positive one of black children in an urban setting, it may help fill a
need in many children's collections. - Elizabeth Perkes
Fine, Anne. Alias Madame Doubtfire. Joy Street Books, 1988. ISBN 0-316-28313-4.
$12.95. 199 pp.
Miranda's three children enjoy their huge overdressed cleaning woman/baby sitter who
is actually their father in disguise. But they dread the day when their mother discovers
Madame Doubtfire is really her ex-husband. The suspense builds to this event and the
explosion that naturally follows. Parental arguments (both real and imaginary) show up
often with the children's distress at the outbursts evident. However, the story does reach
an equitable ending, if not necessarily a "happier-ever-after" one, through the understanding each parent gains of the other in the course of the battle.
The author explores several issues important to this age group: divorced and feuding
parents, death of a pet, frustrations of not being listened to. Another topic, nude modeling,
sets the stage for several hilarious happenings. Although there are no illustrations, visual
descriptors and a rapidly moving plot spark imaginative reader participation. The characters react in a predictable manner through most of the story, giving children a glimpse at
the humor in adult sometimes-not-quite-so-perfect behavior.
A perceptive novel that can help children explore emotions and laugh at the same time.
- Eunice Broadhead

A
K-3
Fict

Fleischman, Paul. Wentworth, Janet, illustrator. Rondo In C. Harper & Rowe, 1988. ISBN
0-06-021856-8. $13.95. Unpaginated.
In the front room of a spacious home, a young girl is beginning a piano recital for an
audience who appears to be largely her extended family. Some are in formal dress; others
are casually attired. As she plays Beethoven's "Rondo in C," the book takes a look at how
the members of the audience respond to her music. Each double-page spread shows on the
left side a close-up of one person while on the right is a scene from that listener's heart.
One man, for instance, is reminded of high-flying geese. A young boy sees himself and
two friends running headlong down sandhills near the ocean. A greying man with faraway

A
1-6
Fict

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol9/iss2/3

4

Sharp et al.: Book Reviews
12 BRIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY
eyes recalls how he held Kate close in the garden that night. After visiting the thoughts of
eleven listeners, the story and the music end with a final view of the audience clapping.
This understated book may not find a wide audience. but lingers with a quiet power for
those who are fond of music, and can be a vehicle for showing to the uninitiated how
people respond to music. "Rondo in C" affected the listeners in two general ways: it
connected some to times in their pasts when they had heard the piece, and for others the
music provided images simply because of its own personality and power. (Note: After
reading the book, listening to a recording of "Rondo in C," and then rereading while
listening, it is possible to pick out the responses of the audiences which fall in this latter
category.)
Other elements in the book are also noteworthy. The sparse text-one line per double
page-is written in rhyme but can be read with or without that emphasis. The scene from
each listener's mind only hints at what obviously is a much longer and more complete
story, and the urge for the reader to fill in some of the missing pieces of these individual
stories is almost automatic. The pastel illustrations are muted but dignified and add the
feel of dreaminess to the mind's wanderings. This seemingly simple book is a gem on a
number of levels. - James S. Jacobs
Freeman, Don. McCue, Lisa, illustrator. Corduroy Goes to the Doctor. Viking Penguin,
1987. ISBN 0-670-81495-4. $2.95. 12 pp.
Preschool
Corduroy,
the bear, visits the doctor's office where he is weighed, has his ears and eyes
Fict
checked, and is given a shot. As children follow Corduroy on his visit, they will be
reassured about what goes on at a doctor's office. This book can lead to a discussion about
what to expect on a visit to the doctor. The full-page color illustrations will capture the
interest of a young child, and the small size and board pages make this an excellent book
for young readers to use on their own. This book is of the same quality as the other
Corduroy books. After having it read aloud, a two-year-old returned to the book on his
own to follow Corduroy's adventure. - Emily L. Allred
A

C
2-6
Fict

Gwynne, Fred. A Little Pigeon Toad. Simon and Schuster, 1988. ISBN 0-671-66659-2.
$1l.95. Unpaginated.
Pictured on the jacket of Gwynne's latest book, is a small pigeon perched on a log-but
a toad's head is atop the body instead of the usual bird brain. The new creature combination is, of course, a little pigeon toad. Inside are 21 additional illustrations to show how
homonyms and figures of speech can be taken to literal extremes.
A few are clever, like the double page spread showing four kilt-clad bears dancing the
Highland Fling. The text: "Grandma says our four bears came from Scotland." Most,
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however, strain so much to make the point they don't quite connect. When a little girl
observes a miniature bear created entirely from wound thread, she comments, "Mommy
says her coat is a little thread bear." "Threadbare," being interpreted as an ursine pile of
string has a certain appeal, but the coat which provides the reason for "thread bear" in the
first place is in neither the illlustration nor the definition. What the coat has to do with the
bear is a complete mystery to the reader. The answer, of course, is "Nothing at all" and
consequently, the word play fizzles.
The King Who Rained, the first of now four books Gwynne has created to invite word
play from young readers, was truly intriguing with its delight and naturalness. Schooled
by Gwynne, readers could find pleasure in their own discoveries beyond the book. It is
perhaps time to concentrate even more efforts in that direction. This collection is indeed
"thread bear." - James S. Jacobs
Hadithi, Mwenye. Kennaway, Adrienne, illustrator. Crafty Chameleon. London, Hodder
and Stoughton, 1987. ISBN 0-340-40681-X. £6.95. unpaginated.
Done in vivid colors with green predominating, this book won this year's Kate Greenaway medal.
Chameleon is indeed crafty as he pits Leopard against Crocodile and readily wins
against both of his powerful antagonists. The children I read this story to enjoyed the
story and especially enjoyed the art work. - Thorn Hinckley

A
1Pictur

Hecht, Jeff. Ostoja-Kotkowski,1. S., photos. Optics: Lightfor a New Age. Scribner'S,
1987. ISBN 0-648-18879-1. $12.95. 170 pp.
This book describes the wonders of light and optics; explores such developments as
lasers, fiber optics, and holography; and gives simple experiments that the reader can
perform to illustrate the properties of light and explains examples of how light works.
Some of the other areas covered are artificial light, robot vision, infrared and ultraviolet
light, optical instruments to see better, cameras and television, and what the future holds
with the application of light. Hecht has his bachelor's degree in electric engineering and is
a freelance science and technology writer.
The clearly written explanation uses simple terms and defines each area so that the
novice will understand. He gives the basics of each principle and then breaks down each
portion, going into further detail, building upon what he has previously explained. Graphs
and diagrams that are easy to interpret aid in the understanding of each principle. Hecht
also explains how optical principles relate to the objects that we are in contact with daily
and how they work: i.e., the photograph, copy machine, and scanners at the supermarket.
An index is included. This would be a helpful book as a resource to aid in creating a

A
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science project, or be a useful science supplement for the classroom or home library
because the subject is presented in an appealing manner for young adults. - Marlene
Walther
A
8+
Nonfict

Hedgecoe, John, and Ron Van der Meer. The Working Camera: The World's First Threedimensional guide to Photography Made Easy. Harmony Books, 1986. ISBN 0517-56273-1. $16.95. 12 pp.
This may well be one of the most important books on photography in the twentieth
century. As a professional photographer, I think I know all of the basics, but when I read
this book, I relearned all of the basics in new, exciting, and meaningful ways. My wife
who recently bought an automatic camera so she could 'snap' pictures (as opposed to the
more involved 'taking' pictures) was captivated with the book.
One normally thinks of pop-up books as "cute" or "fun," but this is precise and technical
book like no other pop-up. There is a pop-up camera to show how a single lens reflex
works. There is a studio. The reader places the lighting units in different configurations.
By pulling a tab, the reader sees the result of each configuration.
On the outdoor pop-up scene, the camera simulates changing to different focal length
lenses. With this book, by turning a dial, the participant sees the different results. For me,
the most stunning thing in the book is the operating apperature where the blades actually
move.
This book is imaginative and engrossing. It demands a high level of involvement
between the author and reader. - Thorn Hinckley

A
1-4
Picture

Hildesley, Mary. An Introduction to the Wareham Bears. Wareham Bears, 1984. No ISBN.
Price unknown. unpaginated.
The Wareham Bears are a community of bears who live in England. They raised the
money to buy their house on Church Street. George and Elizabeth take care of, and are
responsible for all the other bears.
When you go the Bears' House, you can see all of them working and playing. The bears
are, for the most part, about three inches high. The tableaus, diagrams and displays are
thus intimate and engaging.
My favorite bear is Miss Pizzi Carter, the almost-concert pianist, whose name is a pun in
English-English. "Serum comes from America where everything is big, and he is no
exception." He owes his physique to press-ups and Somerset pork pies.
This book is tantalizing, to say the least, and a must for all Teddy Bear lovers. - Thorn
Hinckley
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Holl, Kristi D. No Strings Attached. Atheneum, 1988. ISBN 0-689-31399-3. $12.95. 124 pp.
Twelve-year-old June Finch and her convalescent mother move into the home of
Franklin Cooper. Franklin had been living in a nursing home where June became his
foster granddaughter. The three agree to try these new arrangements for six months to
determine if they want to make a permanent committment to each other. No Strings
Attached focuses on some of the problems with which these three generations must come
to terms in order to be able to live together with mutual respect.
As with some of her other books, Holl slips some refreshing, new little maxims into the
story line. For example: " ...only when you accept someone just the way he is do you
free him to change." She also uses comparisons to help us understand. For example,
when both June and her mother are having a hard time understanding Franklin's insensitivity to, and impatience with people the mother explains:
The sun that melts the wax, hardens the clay .. In a broad~r sense, ..
.difficulties come to us all, just like the sun shines down on everyone.
Some people grow hard and brittle, like the clay. Others become soft
and bendable - like the wax - letting their problems change them for
the better.
This is not a "everyone-lives-happily-ever-after" book. There are still problems and
misunderstandings at the end, but all three are learning how to get along within a family.
Nothing extremely profound, story-wise, but an important problem that is dealt with in a
very sensitive manner. - Helen Hoopes

A
7-1
Fi

Hopkins, Lee Bennett. Pass the Poetry Please. Harper and Rowe, 1972, 1987. ISBN 0-06A
022603-X. $18.70. 262 pp.
all ages
Lee Bennett Hopkins' 1972 publication on poetry and poets has been updated and
Poetr
enlarged. In the new edition, there are four parts and an extensive appendix of poetry, plus Referenc
author, title, and ftrst line indices. In part one, poetry is defined. Part two gives brief
biographies, quotes from poets about their reasons for writing, and lists of titles by twenty
poets. Ways to get children to write poetry are described in part three and the last part
describes a variety of activities having to do with poetry.
Hopkins' book is a concise collection of many important people and ideas that will help
parents, teachers, or librarians make the introduction of poetry to children a happy and
rewarding experience. It is useful both for the adult who loves poetry and those who need
a bit of help and encouragement to share poetry with children in a delightful variety of
ways. Skim through this book and you'11 want it in your collection of reference books.
- Lillian H. Heil
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A
7-12
Nonfict

Isaacson, Philip. Round Buildings. Square Buildings. & Buildings That Wiggle Like A Fish.
Knopf, 1988. ISBN 0-394-89382-4. $14.95. 121 pp.
Isaacson's book appears to be about buildings. Indeed, he has twelve tidy chapters with
lots of words and pictures of buildings to support that point. But the real story just begins
with the buildings which he adores and appreciates and explains.
Using structures as a focal point, Isaacson provides natural and appealing insights into
history, light, geology, function, expanding ideas, color, beauty, construction, weather, and
much more, including the links of humanity which travel haphazardly, but surely, all over
the planet and all through time. For example, after looking at the Taj Mahal, the Parthenon, and the cathedral at Chartres, Isaacson ties them together.
All of them are places of worship: the Taj Mahal is a mosque, the
Parthenon is a temple, Chartres is a church. Each was built in honor of a
woman; the Taj Mahal honors a young wife, the Parthenon honors a
young goddess, Chartres honors a saint. Finally, all three are very
beautiful.
He then talks about their differences, including the different kind of beauty in each
He shows how the Brooklyn Bridge is sucessful at the difficult task of combining ancient
Egypt and old France, and how it plays an eternal game of tag between those heavy
columns and the spidery cables which hold the roadways and paths. He explains how the
cathedral dome in Florence seems to follow you no matter where you go in the city. And
how the patterns on a modern office building in Chicago make it beautiful where other
buildings of similar shape are not appealing.
This is one of those rare books which does everything right and simply gets better and
better the closer one looks. The photography is striking. The layout is spacious, varied,
and pleasing to the eye. And the text is dignified yet personal, simple and lyrical. But it is
Isaacson's gentle reverence and genuine awe for what we create and who we are that
produce a strength beyond technique. It is a book of respect-for buildings, for humanity,
and for readers, all deserving of the best the world has to offer. - James S. Jacobs

A
K-6
Fict

Joyce, William. Dinosaur Bob. Harper & Rowe, 1988. ISBN 0-06-023047-9. $12.95.
Unpaginated.
When the Lazardo family traveled to Africa, young Scotty found a live dinosaur who
looked like his great-uncle Bob. The talented beast accompanied the Lazardos back home
where he played baseball, tried to keep out of trouble, and became an important member of
the family.
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Pure, wonderful whimsy. Joyce has struck just the right balance in making Bob a
normal part of life and at the same time preserving his all-dinosaur point of view and characteristics. When he plays backyard baseball, his green hulk covers both right and left
field at the same time. A player for the town team watches Bob's success on the field and
comments, "I wish the big guy in green could play for us." Bob takes up with the neighborhood dogs when they chase cars. Only Bob can catch them, and with one quick bite
lifts an entire vehicle into the air.
While the idea of a breathing dinosaur is appealing, it doesn't always work in a picture
book. Joyce's situations, conversations, and exaggerations hit just the right chord to
produce harmony. - James S. Jacobs
Kennedy, Jimmy. Day, Alexandra, illustrator. The Teddy Bear' s Picnic. Green Tiger Press,
1983. ISBN 0-88138-5. $14.95. 36 pp.
This is a book too good to be missed, that I only fou nd out about recently. The text is
the words of the 1907 song, "If you go down to the woods today/ You're sure of a big
surprise ..."
In a very subtle way the children do go, along with their parents, all in disguise. What a
picnic the bears have! Day's bear-imagination is captivating. If you take this book home
it will likely cause a case of bear-mania.
At the end of the book is a record with two versions of The Teddy Bear's Picnic, one
sung by the Bearcats, and the other by Bing Crosby. This book is gentle, charming, and
worth owning. - Thorn Hinckley
Krementz, Jill. How It Feels When a Parent Dies. Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. ISBN 0-39475854-4. $7.95. 128 pp.
Eighteen children ranging in age from 7 to 16 share their thoughts and feelings about
losing a parent in this unique book about death. Feelings discussed range from how each
learned about his parent's death, what his reactions were, how other family members were
affected, and how friends or schoolmates reacte to the death, to what the present feelings
and thoughts are of each child about the death. The losing of either a father or mother is
discussed, as well as the way in which the parent died - accident, suicide, terminal
illness, or unexpected death. Black and white photographs portray each child in settings
that share something personal about him or her. The straight-forward honesty of the
language used to share each child's feelings, as well as the tender naturalness of the
photographs, make this a book that will help children of all ages understand more about
grief: that it' s okay to feel, and that it can be dealt with in positive ways. Parents would
also benefit and learn from this look inside a child's private world of bereavement.
- Rosemarie Howard
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A
L' Amour, Louis. The Sacket Companion: A Personal Guide to the Sacket Novels. Bantam
8+
Books, 1988. ISBN 0-553-05305-1. $19.95. 344 pp.
Hist Fict
Louis L' Amour died in June of this year. Of his 86 novels, 17 were devoted to ten
Reference generations of the Sacket family, from 1620 to 1879. Of the 200 million copies of
L' Amour novels, 40 million copies of Sacket novels have been sold thus far.
This is the sort of vade-mecum that one wishes to have for his favorite author. An
informative introduction is followed by a section for each of the novels. The section on
Galloway has an attractive map of the Four Corners area with an inset of the La Plata
Mountains. Reproduction of the cover art is followed by a synopsis and 16 biographical
sketches of characters in that book.
In the last third of the book, there are a series of useful glossaries, gazetteers, and even a
continental-type Sacket family tree. But this is not a mere reference book. I read with
interest the list of all the cattle brands and the rifles and pistols that are featured in the
novels. Ever wonder what all those Navy pistols are doing winning the West? Read on.
- Thom Hinckley

A
2-4
Picture
Fict

Lionni, Leo. Six Crows. Alfred A. Knopf, 1988. ISBN 0-394-89572-X. $12.99. unpaginated.
A farmer builds two scarecrows to get rid of crows that feed in his wheat field. The six
crows build a ferocious bird kite to frighten off the scarecrows, but scare off the farmer
instead. As a consequence, the farmer neglects the field and the grain starts to wilt. An
owl acts as peacemaker and brings the fighters together. He says, and his words also reveal
the theme of the book, "'It's never too late to talk things over' and 'Words can do magic'."
Illustrations, paper collages with occasional crayon lines, are bold and simple. Some
surfaces, like tree trunks, ground, and leaves, are painted unevenly to produce a rougher
texture. The color of the wheat field changes from green to yellow-green to yellow-green
to yellow to indicate the pass of time. The pictures are the main element of this book, and
they visualize the text in an excellent and pleasant manner.
This book is good for read-aloud. The pictures are fun, the plot moves fast, and the story
has a meaningful theme. - Mirja Hirst

A
all ages
Poetry

Livingston, Myra Cohn, selector. New Year's Poems. Margot Tomes, illustrator. Holiday
House, 1987. ISBN 0-823-40641-5. $12.95. 32 pp.
Livingston has collected a wide variety of poems describing feelings about the New Year
and ways to start it. Exuberance reaches out from Tennyson's "Ring Out, Wild Bells" and
"The Bell Hell," by Julia Fields. Peace and contemplation of nature are the themes of
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Pasquale's "First January Walk," and Yolen's "Promises." Worth's unique and unusual
metaphors give quiet insights in "New Year" and "Midnight." Each poet spells out his
view of the arrival of the brand new year. An added benefit to this collection are the
poems telling of beliefs about the New Year and celebrations from other parts of the
world: Chinese; Cornwall, England; coal mining country in England; and India.
- Lillian H. Heil
Lord, Athena V. The Luck o/Zach and Zoe. Macmillan, 1987. ISBN 0-02-759560-9.
$12.95. 154 pp.
With an unusual name as a starting point - Zachary Athanasius Poulos - Athena Lord
builds a character that is mouthy, clever and lucky. Whatever troubles Zach doesn't dream
up, his little sister Zoe manages to fill in the cracks. Zach is a likable hero and his projects
range from convincing his Greek parents that birthdays ought to be celebrated, to goading
adult lawyers into action to defend kids rights against a penny-pinching movie manager.
Zach even assists his mother in writing a letter to President Roosevelt that saves them
from losing the family restaurant. And when his father finds a better location in the larger
town of Albany, New York, energetic Zach and his sister manage to keep up their quota of
adventures and excitement in the new town.
The author's knowledge of Greek family life and her irrepressible characters make this
book both informative and amusing. - Lillian H. Heil
Marrin, Albert. Struggle/or a Continent. Atheneum, 1987. ISBN 0-689-31313-6. $13.95.
212 pp.
History professor Albert Marrin has brought life to the French and Indian Wars, a
bloody, violent chapter in the shaping of the North American continent, that is too often
ignored in the study of American history. Young history buffs will not only gain insight
into the basic history of the North American continent, but will also be intrigued by little
known stories of places and peoples. There is Eunice Williams, a young Massachusetts
girl who was captured by the Indians and taken to Canada where she grew up and married
the brave that had carried her to Canada and the descriptions of the cultures of the Indian
nations, Canadian traders, and English settlers.
The text flows smoothly and easily from one conflict to the next. The chapters are well
illustrated with prints and portraits of important events, places, and people. A comprehensive index and bibliography encourages further study. If you have young historians in
your library, this book is for them. - Emily Louise Allred
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McGowen, Tom. The Time of the Forest . Houghton Mifflin Co, 1988. ISBN 0-395-4471-3 .
$12.95. 110 pp.
Wolf was a young member of the yellow-haired hunter tribe in the dark forests of ancient
Denmark, 5000 years ago. His people gained their livelihood by killing deer and gathering
the forest's bounty of herbs, roots, fruits, and nuts that they found as they travelled the
forest which was their home.
From the southern, more barren lands, came groups of different people: black-haired
planters and harvesters, breeders of small herds of goats, and other "farm" animals. As
drought forced them to move northward, they settled on the edge of the forest, cutting
down and burning large sections of it to make their fields and gardens. Then they built
small huts of stone and turf or logs. Bright Dawn, a girl of the Planter tribe and Wolf, of
the Hunters' clan, found themselves lost as exiles in the forest, cast out by both tribes,
neither of which would accept them both. They accept this fate, find a good place where
they can combine their knowledge and experience to build a life and family together - a
better and more productive life than any of their ancestors would have been able to attain.
Young readers who are attracted to factual romance would enjoy the story and find the
information interestingly presented. Teachers of pre-historical non-fiction will seek it from
the fiction shelves to use along with what non-fiction materials on archaeological topics
they can find. It will be useful in both areas. - Carol V. Oaks

A

McMillan, Bruce. Dry or Wet? Lothrop, Lee and Shepard Books, 1988. ISBN 0-68807100-7. $11.95. 29 pp.
This wordless picture book, with full color 6" x 9" photographs, shows children experiencing wetness and dryness. One clever pair of pictures show a soaking wet girl spraying
water with a hose at a quick-thinking boy who stays dry by standing under an umbrella.
Preschoolers will be eager to verbally explain these experiences verbally and may be
introduced to the idea of opposites through contrasting photographs. At the conclusion are
suggestions for using this book to increase the child's effective use of words by giving
synonyms for wet and dry that also fit the photographs. It would also help in vocabulary
building with preschoolers, kindergartners and ESL students. This is McMillan's fifth
concept book, two of which have been ALA Notable Books. - Lisa Hales

A

Meltzer, Milton. Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved Jews in the Holocaust. Harper
and Rowe, 1988. ISBN 0-06-024210-8. $12.89. 168 pp.
If you've ever read Milton Meltzer's haunting book Never to Forget: The Jews of th
Holocaust, you've experienced some of the hatred that was focused on the Jews before

pre-K
Picture

6+
Nonfict
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ring World War ll. In this book, Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved Jews in the
locaust, Meltzer tells the incredible story of countless heroic acts of human decency
rformed to save Jews from extermination. He admits that the light shed by these people
s small compared to the overwhelming evil that was inflicted on millions of helpless
ws, but insists that stories of those who defied tremendous odds to save even one person
ght to be told. Their unselfish acts of courage need to be known so young people know
hat human decency did not cease to exist in the countries occupied by Nazi Germany.
Meltzer's research reveals a wide variety of personalities and ways that gentiles were able
o help. Some were clever businessmen in high places; some were whole villages or
ountries; some were single guards at Auschwitz. The books reveals a neglected side of
he horror of W orId War II and the author's low key but passionate narrative has brought
o life these heroes and heroines whose acts of heroism remind us that each of us has the
ight to choose good over evil. - Lillian H. Heil
klowitz, Gloria D. Good-bye Tomorrow. Delacorte Press, 1987. ISBN 0-385-29562-6.
$13.95. 150 pp.
Good-bye Tomorrow is a fictional account of a boy-next-door high school student. Alex
Weiss, who contracts ARC (AIDS-related-complex) through a blood transfusion. His
relationships with his family, his friends, and especially with his girlfriend change as a
result of his condition. Alex must cope with an uncertain future, not knowing whether the
actual disease will ever manifest itself in his body and take his life. In choosing to be open
about his condition, he risks banishment at school and in his community, but his true
friends continue to support him. Their encouragement and his family's love and hope
sustain Alex and indicate a brighter future than the dismal title that the novel suggests.
Miklowitz offers accurate facts to young people about AIDS through this entertaining
novel. Real fears about AIDS are examined in a factual light. Despite the seriousness of
ARC, Miklowitz adroitly interjects some humor in to the story. The dialogue is natural
and the narrative flows smoothly. The reader examines the disease from three first-person
perspectives: that of a family member, a friend, and the AIDS victim himself. The subject
matter may stir up controversy in some libraries, but the facts are presented in an inoffensive manner. The novel points to the universality of the AIDS epidemic and the necessity
for youth to be well-informed about all health issues. - Cheryl K. Acton
O'Dell, Scott. Black Star, Bright Dawn. Houghton Mifflin, 1988. ISBN 0-395-47778-6.
$14.95. 134 pp.
A tale of adventure and action is told by a master story teller. O' Dell makes his readers
feel the beauty and the harshness of the arctic world of snow, sea, and ice as he describes
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the dog sled race as run by Bright Dawn, an eighteen year old Eskimo girl. Her team, led
by Black Star, the part wolf, part Husky dog, who both causes her trouble and saves her
life.
O'Dell's story is fast moving, but vividly descriptive. The sounds of ice breaking on the
Yukon are likened to the sounds the sea makes in an angry storm. The frost that gathers on
Bright Dawn's eyelashes are compared to splinters. The wolf that is related to her lead dog
has "ice blue eyes that slanted up at the corners. Shadowy, fox-like masks around the
slanted eyes." Always the description is an integral part of the difficult Iditarod Race
Bright Dawn is running.
Along with an exciting race, O'Dell reveals the conflict the young Eskimo has with the
old Eskimo way of life and language, and the ways of the white man. Realistically, 0 'Dell
does not resolve the problem, nor does Bright Dawn win the race, but she does learn to
know herself. - Lillian H. Hei!
Pope, Joyce. Kenneth Lilly's Animals. Lothrop, 1988. ISBN 0-688-07696-3. $16.95. 93pp.
A
A leading naturalist artist in Britain, Lilly's animals represent six different environments
5-12
in the world: hot forests, cool forests, seas and rivers, grasslands, deserts, and mountains.
Nonfict
A brief overview of each region precedes the pages where mostly familiar wild animals,
one to a page, are described and stunningly drawn.
The strength of Lilly's work lies in his incredibly detailed art which does not glamorize
the animal but shows how it really looks. The capes of the buffalo have the correct
unkempt look, and the fur of the red fox reveals the slight matting which occurs in hair of
that length. Each animal is shown in an active position (the cheetah-king of speed-is
especially appealing in the middle of a dead run right at the reader) and the young of each
species appear with an adult. The animals look as if they will walk/leap/run right off the
page.
Pope's text is a fine blend of adequate general information to provide basic knowledge
and enough specifies to spark interest. Accompanying each animal is a world map shaded
to show its approximate range. An index is appended, as is a page with specific facts and
figures for each species. A first-rate collection of animals which can be viewed by initiates
yet has enough to offer those familiar with world wildlife. -- James S. Jacobs
Rinaldi, Ann. The Last Silk Dress. Holiday House, 1988. ISBN 0-8234-0690-3. $15.95.
A350 pp.
10+
Hist Fict
A letter from Confederate General James Longstreet gave Ann Rinaldi the idea for this
book. Based on the old Southern legend, but supported only by Longstreet's letter, the
women of the Confederacy supposedly gave up their silk dresses to be made into an
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observation balloon to spy on the Yankees. Although further research on Rinaldi's part
could never prove that such a balloon did exist, this historical novel tells the story of how
it might have been. Except for the main characters who are fictitious, most of the characters and situations in the book are based on fact. Rinaldi includes notes detailing her
research and a bibliography for those who want to do further reading.
The central characters in The Last Silk Dress are Susan Dobson Chilmark, a 14-15 year
old girl; her brother Lucien Chilmark, a Southerner, who, together with Susan, has lost
faith in the cause of the South; and her brother's friend, Susan's romantic interest, Timothy Tobias Collier, an artist for a Yankee magazine. The main themes of the book center
around Susan's growing up and coming to realize that you have to be willing to accept the
consequences for what you do. Also, following her father's advice, Susan learns that you
have to do what your heart tells you is right, even if you might have to hurt those you love.
Rinaldi has been able to give her readers a flavor for the Old South in such a way that
opens your understanding of why the Civil War had to be fought. It is definitely written
from a Northern point of view - the main characters have definite sympathies towards the
Union and the principles of the Constitution that guarantee freedom for all. Susan seems
so young to be 15 years old, especially with her romance with Tim, yet we see that her
Mother had tried to bring her up as a Southern Belle and did not want her to grow up.
Rinaldi portrays little of the actual suffering of the soldiers of the war, but rather she deals
with the effects that the war had on the people of Richmond, Virginia: the food shortage,
the hospitals on every comer, the train loads of soldiers passing through town being
greeted by the women and slaves of the city who bring down their Sunday dinners for the
starving soldiers, and the genteel women of the Confederacy taking the wounded soldiers
into their homes to care for them.
I would highly recommend this book to that reader who is interested in the Civil War
and its affects upon the people, and for those history buffs who want to view the War
through the eyes of a 14-15 year old Southern girl. It is full of mystery and intrigue and
would be a valuable asset to any library. - Helen Hoopes
C
Rutland, Jonathon. The Age of Steam. Random House, 1987. ISBN 0-394-99216-4. $5.99.
24 pp.
3-5
This book is a mixed bag. Everything inside the book is English, yet the cover is a full- Information
color illustration of an American 4-4-0 locomotive. Unfortunately, the artist or the art
director thought the cover looked better with the train moving from right to left, and thus
the engineer is on the wrong side of the cab. You can see this picture properly by holding
it up to a mirror.
The full-page illustration of the Watt pumping engine makes splashy use of color, but
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does not allow the reader to understand how the Watt engine worked. In a similar fashion ,
the text says, "The diagram opposite shows an improved Newcomen engine. It was built
by James Watt . . ." The simpl istic drawings reproduced from Shire Album 15 makes it
clear why the Watt engine was such a brilliant innovation: the condensation event is
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separated from the expansion event and thus the cylinder did not have to be cooled and
reheated each stroke of the engine.
In contrast, the Watt engine illustration on the next page of the book is an accurate
depiction of the Lapp engine at the Science Museum, Kensington.
Children deserve accurate information. As a minimum, an author writing on this subject
should at least go to the Kew Pumping Station and observe a Watt type engine in operation. Describing the vacuum stroke on the 90 inch engine would liven up the pallid prose
in this book. Adults may not be able to tell a well-written steam book from a poorly
written one, but the kids I know who are interested in steam cannot be so easily fooled.
- Thorn Hinckley
Stevenson, James. Fried Feathers For Thanksgiving. Greenwillow, 1986. ISBN 0-68806675-5. $11.75. 30 pp.
Two green-faced witches named Dolores and Lavinia are bored, after Halloween, until
nice witch Emma reminds them that Thanksgiving is coming. Besides being mean and
nasty, Dolores and Lavinia are also lazy. They will do anything to get a free Thanksgiving
dinner. They trick Emma and her friends into cleaning up last year's dishes, but their plan
to take Emma's dinner away fails when Roland, the owl overhears their plot. In the end,
Emma and her woodland friends outwit the mean witches and enjoy a tasty dinner.
Everything about this book invites reading. The illustrations are colorful and comical,
and the story made me laugh out loud. Especially memorable is the witches' description
of an ideal Thanksgiving dinner: worm gravy, snake and toad pie, slug stuffing and fried
feathers. The watercolor and pen illustrations add important details to the story such as the
identity of the giant turkey who succeeds in scaring Dolores and Lavinia away. If you're
looking for a traditional Thanksgiving book about Indians, Pilgrims and com, this is not it,
but the book preserves the spirit of Thanksgiving by exploring selfishness and giving. Diane Newbold

A
2-5
Picture

Ventura, Piero. Venice; Birth of a City. Putnam, 1987. ISBN 0-399-21531-X. $13.95. unpaginated.
·
In marvelous watercolors, Ventura traces the setting and the rise to glory of Venice.
Salt, shipbuilding and oriental commerce are chronicled in prose and soft colors. The arts,
crafts, the velvets, brocades, and damasks, the glass and the jewelry, the civic display of
doge and prell ate are all captured in this book. The fold-out drawing of Venice today is
filled with interesting detail.
After one has read the book in the conventional way, from 300 B.C. to the present, it is
useful to start with the present and read the book backwards from the present to the past,
for this is the way we actually discover history for ourselves.
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Ventura ends by saying, "If the pollution ... is greatly reduced , and if proposed remedies
to the sinking of the city have effect, there is hope that Venice will survive ... " What we
have learned in the last few months is that because of the pollution-induced greenhouse
effect, the best we can hope for is that global temperature in the next 50 years will rise no
more than 3-5°F. This will melt the polar ice caps. We will lose Venice and much more.
- Thorn Hinckley
A
5-8
Fict

Voight, Cynthia. Tree by Leaf. Atheneum, 1988. ISBN 0-689-31403-5. $13.95. 192 pp.
In Tree by Leaf, Voight reveals the struggle of a twelve year old to understand herself
and her family. Her father, the handsome son of a wealthy family, defies his father to go to
war, and then comes home from World War I hideously disfigured. Her orphaned mother
is ostracized by her husband's family and can't decide whether to act like a lady or a
working mother. Her younger sister is a child desperate for affection and attention. Her
handsome older brother is liked by all and is lured by the grandfather to substitute for his
disgraced and disfigured son. It is a well-told story as the girl learns to know herself and
others, unusual in that the heroine receives help from a religious source she identifies as
God. Readers, however, should be prepared for a God very different from the personal,
caring, and loving God that the followers of Christianity believe in. This God is wise, but
impersonal, more like a force of nature, but with a voice and a presence. The heroine,
Clotilde, is allowed room, by her God, to grow and make her own decisions, but she do
not have the personal relationship that one has with a Father in Heaven. At the end, sh
recognizes her own stubborn resourcefulness and innate sensitivity to the feelings of ot
in a young, but distant relative. She bequeaths the land she loved to him, and leaves he
story in the hopes that he may find himself in that lovely wilderness as she did. - Lillian
H.Heil

A
1-5
F ict

Waber, Bernard. Ira Says Good-Bye. Houghton-Mifflin, 1988. ISBN: 0-395-48315-8.
$13.95. 40pp.
In Ira Sleeps Over, Ira is hesitant about going to Reggie's house for the night because he
has never slept without his teddy bear. He goes anyway,leaving the bear at home. When
the lights are out and Reggie pulls out his own teddy bear, Ira learns a valuable lesson and
the reader is left with the feeling a good friendship has become even better.
The good news: After years ofliving happily near each other in obscurity, REGGIE
AND IRA ARE BACK!
The bad news: Reggie and his family are going to move to Greendale, a whole hour
away.
Ira is devastated. Parental attempts at comfort are hollow. He can't help thinking about
all the good times-the secret hiding place they have that no one else knows about and
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how they put their turtles in the same tank so they could be friends, too. Reggie feels just
as bad.
Until the next day. Reggie's dad has told him about all the neat things in Greendalelike the killer shark in the aquarium - and Reggie begins to think life there won't be so
bad. Ira now feels even worse. How could his friend think Greendale is OK. Doesn't
Reggie like him anymore? Eventually the world rights itself, but the path to normalcy and
hope is neither short nor easy.
I worried at first about a sequel with Ira and Reggie since I liked them both so much.
Wasted effort. Waber's ability to zero in on the conversations, worries, and honest
feelings of young boys is simply first-rate. The dilemma is real, they are still real, and the
resolution and hope ring true-to-life. Waber scores again! - James S. Jacobs
Weitzman, David. Superpower; The Making of a Steam Locomotive. David R. Godine,
A
6+
1987. ISBN 0-87923-671-X. $19.95. 107 pp.
Ben, fresh out of high school in the 1920's, becomes an apprentice at the Lima Locomo- Information
tive Works in Lima, Ohio, just as work begins on the prototype of the Berkshire, a 2-8-4
with booster. Ben follows all of the various parts and processes through the shop. He
helps on the assembly, and watches the finished prototype steam out of the yard. As a
piece of industrial archaeology, this is a marvelous book.
But it is more than that; it is family history. We learn as much about "who" as "how."
Our immigrant grandfathers figure prominently in this book. My great-uncle was a
boilermaker and my grandfather was a roundhouse mechanic; and while they were not in
Lima, this book gave me insights into their lives. Weitzman's visual and verbal portraits
are so precise.
The written technical detail is flawless. The craftsmanship in this book has not been
seen since the nineteenth century. Weitzman drew all the locomotive pictures on mylar
with a technical pen. That the firebox rivets and stays are all pen and ink drafted is
incredible. Examine the firebox stays with a hand lens and you will be amazed. In
addition to beautiful drafting, the use of different perspective vantage points is telling.
My favorite train book has been Giants of the Rails, which I got in 1944 and which has
survived 26 household moves. Superpower is a like treasure.
There are lots of us who would have been locomotive engineers but for diesel. Many
would-have-beens will meet themselves in this book.
Galliard, the typeface used in Superpower, is a beautiful modem adaptation of Garramond that has seldom been used with greater power and beauty than in this book. David
R. Godine, the publisher, is to admired for the taste and imagination of this book. - Thorn
Hinckley
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A
Wurmfeld, Hope Hennan. Boatbuilder. Macmillan, 1988. ISBN 0-027-93580-9. $14.95.
6+
unpaginated.
Information The black and white photographs in this book are stunning. Many of the photographs are
"difficult shots;" that is the lighting is against you, or it is hard to get the camera angle and
composition that will actually tell the story. Yet in each instance, the author has met these
challenges and produced telling photographs that have reproduced well and made this a
captivating book.
The book tells of Ralph Stanley, a well-known traditional boatbuilder working on the
Maine Coast. A fa ther commissions Ralph to build a 19 foot sloop for his son, Alex. The
progress is detailed in a striking photo essay. My only reservation is that the writing is
suggestive of an outsider who is condescending. As the skipper of a mere Snark, this book
fills me with awe and wanderlust. - Thorn Hinckley
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